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TRANSLATION

Niko Lortkipanidze
Law of Life

Translated by Eter Churadze

On a solitary cliff where even a Caucasian goat cannot gain a foothold, a haughty oak grows.

Even its shadow does not cool us; the tree does not give us cuttings; the greedy roots rob the soil of its
fertility and do not let the nearby plants thrive.

In turn, the oak is carefree, singing quietly a secret song, trembling with greenness, its gigantic
branches soaring into the vault of the sky.

At the end of the garden, there is a lonely, mournful, crooked, bald tree — a hornbeam.

If you need it, you will find shelter in its poor hut; if you wish, you can cut a whip, a rod; it serves us
as much as it can. It avoids us; it is humble.

When a big, charred piece of wood is needed, no one will remember the fruitless oak and will rush
instead to the twisted hornbeam. When it is cut down, the memory of it will be lost forever.

After a long battle, after rotting and growing weaker, the oak will topple, and over the years we will
repeat: “On a solitary cliff where even a Caucasian goat cannot gain a foothold, a haughty oak grew; even its
shadow did not cool us; the tree did not give us cuttings; its greedy roots stole the fertility of the soil and did
not let the nearby plants thrive...”
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