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TRANSLATION

Niko Lortkipanidze
The Toll

Translated by Eter Churadze

Listen to the tolling bells for the litany!
“Christ!” one bell clangs.

“Is risen!” another bell twangs.

“Christ is risen!” the third bell peals.

“He is risen indeed!” the fourth bell answers.
“Yes-yes-yes-yes.”

“Yes-yes-yes-yes,” the small bells jingle.

“T will rise!” the voice of a man is heard who is weary from ringing the bells ceaselessly, but he still
has hope.

“You will rise!” someone calls out for the lost hope, for consolation and love.
“I will rise!”

“You will rise!”

“Yes-yes-yes-yes.”

What name cannot be heard in this toll?!

I have been listening to the tolling for twenty years. | have been waiting for one name to exclaim,
“Indeed!” Then I will not be able to speak. Instead, a red-footed white pigeon, as a token of joy, will flutter
from my shattered breast.

Having lost my patience, I exclaim, “Georgia will rise!” I endeavor to overshadow the stentorian
voice.

The big and small bells chime, clang, and cheep:
“Indeed, indeed!”
“Yes-yes-yes-yes.”

“Yes-yes-yes-yes!”
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