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TRANSLATION

Niko Lortkipanidze
The Prayer

Translated by Eter Churadze

Our Lord, | am a sinner!

Our Lord, I have sinned!

Our Lord, my prayer is honest; my desire is virtuous; my torment is terrible; my soul is innocent.
Our Lord, | am a sinner!

Our Lord, I have sinned!

I kneel before thee, our Lord, I burst into tears and implore thee.

Our Lord, I do not wish that thou ease my torture and forgive my sin. No, our Lord, unselfish is my
prayer and pure is my plea.

Our Lord, | come before thee to utter my reverence and love towards thee, to assure thee how vital and
beloved thou art for me.

Leave me in the bottomless pit. Do not judge me with mercy, our Lord, but allow me to look at thy
radiant face. Do not deprive me of thy love, as | have never stopped loving thee even during the moments of
my misdeeds. | would go far away from thy kingdom to set forth on a wicked path but thy face and love and
the homage to thee | carried unblemished and pure.

May thy wrathful hand punish me, but may thy heart love me.

The thought has created a debased scene; however, my heart has had thee as a luminary, as a solace, as
a salve to my wounds.

Do not forgive me but love me. Punish me but do not disavow me.
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