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TRANSLATION

Sonnets X1 and XI1 by John Milton

Translated from English to Georgian by Nino Kvitsinadze

Introduction

In 1642, at age 34, John Milton married 17-year-old Mary Powell. Soon thereafter, Mary went to her
father’s house for a short visit. But soon it became clear that she had firmly decided not to return to her husband.
The characters of husband and wife were completely different. The young woman could not adapt to her
husband’s ascetic regimen. Milton was always engrossed in books and work, while Mary was accustomed to
a cheerful and lively life. After his wife left, Milton wrote four works between 1643 and 1645 in which he
condemned the existing rule on divorce. Contrary to the laws of the Church, he demands that such an
insignificant fact as the incompatibility of characters be accepted as a just ground for divorce. His views
stemmed from his worldview about personal freedom. He also relied on biblical quotations from the Old
Testament. “Three types of freedom are necessary for the happiness of society,” the poet declared: “freedom
of religion, personal freedom, and civil freedom.”

Milton’s views on divorce were negatively received by the public and he dedicated two sonnets to the
public reaction, Sonnets X1 and XII. He refers with undisguised mockery to those members of society who
had neither the education nor the intelligence to recognize the superiority of his opinions over the existing laws
of divorce.

Here are some definitions that make Milton’s sonnets easier to understand:

Tetrachordon: Greek for “four-stringed”, “four-voiced.” Milton’s work was published in 1645. The title is a
symbol of the four parts of the Bible on which Milton bases his argument to legalize divorce.

Gordon, Colkitto, Macdonnel, Galasp: rugged Scottish names that Milton uses to allude to the recent
assimilation of the Scots into England after the Scot, James I, became the King of England.

John Cheek (1514-1557): English scientist and public figure. Professor at Cambridge University and Tutor
to King Edward V1.

Latona: the mother of Apollo and Artemis in Greek mythology. She bewitched the peasants who refused to
permit her to drink water from the fountain and turned them into frogs. Apollo was worshipped as the sun
deity, and Artemis, the moon goddess.

Sonnet XI

A Book was writ of late call’d Tetrachordon;

And wov’n close, both matter, form and stile;

The Subject new: it walk’d the Town a while,
Numbring good intellects; now seldom por’d on.
Cries the stall-reader, bless us! what a word on

A title page is this! and some in file

Stand spelling fals, while one might walk to Mile--
End Green. Why is it harder Sirs then Gordon,
Colkitto, or Macdonnel, or Galasp?

Those rugged names to our like mouths grow sleek
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That would have made Quintilian stare and gasp.

Thy age, like ours, O Soul of Sir John Cheek,

Hated not Learning wors then Toad or Asp;

When thou taught’st Cambridge, and King Edward Greek.

Sonnet XI1

I did but prompt the age to quit their cloggs

By the known rules of antient libertie,

When strait a barbarous noise environs me

Of Owles and Cuckoes, Asses, Apes and Doggs.
As when those Hinds that were transform’d to Froggs
Raild at Latona’s twin-born progenie

Which after held the Sun and Moon in fee.

But this is got by casting Pearl to Hoggs;

That bawle for freedom in their senceless mood,
And still revolt when truth would set them free.
Licence they mean when they cry libertie;

For who loves that, must first be wise and good;
But from that mark how far they roave we see
For all this wast of wealth, and loss of blood.

dglisgoero

1642 Ggaolb 34 ferol xmb dow@mbo ogm®fobos 17 ferol dgMo 35099mbHg. Gsdgbodyg 33060L
399099 3960 35d0b Labendo 98y Hs3Ms, oMMl bsbdm3zwmg 30BoEH0m. Lobsdzowgdo 30 oy
23500335, Mmd b 9BHI0EGI© 3oINY30@BS, 90O VMMBIdM®S JIoOL. FME0-JdMol bolosmo
96O56900LsQ0 Loglgdom Asblb3s398o AsTMOYS. oA DM Joewo 396 Tggavys JIGOL

ab39GHO M9:500L. dowEHmbo dvsd foabgdls s BHMod@o®gddo ogm Bosgemeno, 35356 MrmEqLas
3900 Wi S b0 3bM3MYdl 0gm dohggwero.

3™eob dobosb godi3930L 999gy, 1643 — 1645 (argddo, doww@mbds sfghs mmbo GHMod@edo,
Loog 030  2dmdL  sMLgdMe  Fgbl  2obdm®fobgdols  dglobgd s g3wgliool  396mbgdols
Lof0bso0dgaMm© IMOMBMZL A59MoLmM30L LodsMN0sd Logwdzws Jowgdme 0dbsl mmomgmls
olbgmo Mdbodzbgerm BsJE0, OHMPMMOE 5MHOL bolosmgdol 99mmsg3Lgdermds. dolo dgbgmergdsbo
290030bsMgmds Jobogg AbmRwdb)39wMd0EB 30MHM36930L Megz30LvBgdol dglobgd. sbigzg
030 9YmHbMdM©s B0dWOH 30GSGJOL d390 5OMJI0B. ,,BobMmsEMYdol dgEbogMdoLmZzOL
Lodo Bobol 0530LvREIGOS 5930MYIJ0,” - S3bdIIPS 3MIAHO - 090000l MO30LvIRWGDS,
3061500 0530L)BMGdS S FMJoeogdgMmdM030 Mo30LvRBEdS.

LoBMYPoMGd5d B0 EHMBOL FMBsDBMYdgd0 256dmMFobgdol dglobgd Mstymaoms doom. bfmMgo
59 009958 309936 o @MbIs mGo LmbgBo - 89-11 s 89-12, LEWSE 0RO IIBIMZO 30B30M
9m0bligbogdls LEBMYSMYdOL 0T (93gBL, MMIG MO 56 gYMo SO FOBIMGdS S 63 FMb0YMGdY,
™3 9000569006500 Jobo dMLEBEYOGOOL 1I30M5EJuMdS RobJMMFobgdoL 339 sOLYdME 356MbBYdM6
390569d00.

9390Mm 40535DMdm bgdls doge MsMABo 53 LmbgEBHIOL Q56T GdJOMB GHS.

https://www.cjojms.com 17



https://www.cjojms.com/

qb Caucasus Journal of Milton Studies Vol-3-Issue-1
"-T-JTJ M_ST'-' Published by The Milton Society of Georgia March 2024
e-ISSN : 2720-8222 (Online)

A9IBH53MHEMb0 - (09M3. “MPbLod0s60”, “MmmMbHbI0sb0”) JowrEmbol 65dMMmado, Mmdgwoa 1645 ol
290md3994b0s. LomorMo sGOL 30dwool mmbo bosffowrols Loddmwm, MHMIgEbg IYHBMdOMS
30 @Mbo sBdMMYOL gobJMEH0BIdOL YOO BOGFOOL 59(30EGOCMBS.

X6 Bozo - 1514-1557 obgeroligaro 89360960 s bLyBmysm Immgshg. 399dG0x 0L «boggdLoEYGHOL
36OMmBLEMOO s 3989 935G F99d3Lolb sdIbOHEIEo.

@d@G™MBs - B9MI6M oMW MY05d0 53EMbol s BEJIOEIL Is. 856 egbgdo, BMIYdTs3
0950 56 ©og3069L,  FMox M3 O B3YsYgdI© 9gd309. ¥9MABM FomMEMY0sd0 93MEMmbo
0003g3mMs 3BoL, bmm sMEH980s - NZ5M0L W3005905C.

3M™O©M™B0, 3m30@M, 8530Mbgmo, 35¢sli30 - InEHWBOMEO Lobgwgdo, MM L3 Jow@mbo
0949bgdl Moms bsBo QomLizsl 0baeroldo ImEGHwsbogmgdols slodogrsEgosl dob J9day, o3

dm@sbogeo xqodl |
bmbgBo Xl

B396L L3969l o Boerbl ol LodbabOL 3F93
60l 303903960 Bgdo foabo - Bg@cezmdombo.

059659 ol LOEMAGL S F0bI>OUL MJ39b 396 B3O,
396 ©5033966000 19396 9bsdOl Bswswo mboom.

05650 Loy 3330560 bognbo? dg oo 396 3bgs3.
09396 2533030b5M0 - 505 , gl M5 LECSYOO0S?
2396JmMH0b9gds?! wdgMmomm, 33083909 s IR30TMY!
09396 03000Mb 06dsbgm, oo 93EMM0 bMOToWH05??

09396 03bMmdm O™, 353mbgl s 3N 3oEHML, Fowslidl,
09396, d59459gdm, 49000 sbligbgdm 500 O LobgEqdU,

5 6o Bgdo BssBGg30 MRO® O 0s?

23960H0mbgdm 00 IMIsgzsedo dg Tolobgargdl.

®, ©0EM Bwm bge xmb Bogobs gobmg d9a39%09,
3939 9003560l Lobgermgsbm dsbifogergdgerm,
3Mbols dmderg 3594sygdo G 39wb gHomb.

Lbembg@o Xl

S0530L53gIL 399J55yd 53 bwy3bgLs

9m3L3mo bybgdo, d03yzgom ©9dzgwgly 30d0vyH I(369d5L
056150 59 FM B9, 05MVOMbMS ogz0e-3030¢00

052693l 3060L Y356 yHmyobl s dserol ygg3sbs.

393900 dMdM dg ogmbgdls 0d MyMbm® gagbls,

@9@™I d5YsYs MMA 54309, LK S IFoM9.
36 535305 930 Jobms JgmErsbymRs,
30U533 2300 6935 gomLobogs IbBgEs s d35M9.

https://www.cjojms.com 18



https://www.cjojms.com/

* Caucasus Journal of Milton Studies Vol-3-Issue-1
=EJ M§= Published by The Milton Society of Georgia March 2024
e-ISSN : 2720-8222 (Online)

505%9g Momd3s0m, 649 YOO PMEGOL oMW OB.
5g goblbgsg905L 396 303b309ds Jomo JMbgds.
mbsdlo 36935 Bso 33Mmbosm Mog0LbvIBEgds.

Lod®Mdbg bLFoMEYds 35:3L, BMI goEbmlb FGAToMOEHYdS
059650 350, OMI g dGBdM bsmgen sHOL 396 dolfzgds

3o bgedo 4399b60L dongaro Lorbx g BFo© godigds.

Author’s Note

Nino Kvitsinadze is a native of Gori, Georgia, and a graduate of Gori State University with a Master’s Degree
in English Philology. She is a teacher of English Language and Literature with a Cambridge Certification in
Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (CELTA). She has completed a course in interpretation and
translation at Saint Andrew’s Georgian University. We are pleased that Nino is also the Associate Editor of
the Caucasus Journal of Milton Studies.
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