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POETRY
Fingertips
Johanna Ataman

A dip of color on each fingertip
Misty windows and petrichor
Fingers run down the glass
Tracing a shape they remember
A shape they once beheld
A shape gone and lost in the rhythm of the rain...

Tap. Tap. Tap.

Raindrops run down the asbestos
Colliding with existing puddles beneath
A recurrent sound, one that will soon be gone
Like the shape the fingertips remember
Like the shape they trace slowly

Art!

The memory is the shape of art
With major curves and minor blemishes
She hypnotizes her viewers
Leaving them bound to her like a magnet
She is enchanted, as clear as Crystal in her blinding splendor

She is the boon of life's existence
For all live to create and recreate her
Like the shape the fingertips remember
Like the shape they trace slowly
They recreate new art
In memory of an old, fragile one
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Author’s Note

Johanna Ataman is a writer and poet who hails
from Benin City, Edo State, Nigeria. Through her
writing journey, she has acquired a Certificate of
Participation in the African Human Rights Short
Story Competition, 2022, and a Certificate of
Publication in the Amazing Young Writers’
Challenge, 2023. She has also been published in
Issue 1 of the Writeadelic Magazine and emerged
the 1st Runner Up with a Certificate of Award in
the 2nd African Teen Writers Award for Poetry,
2023. As a human rights activist and passionate
writer, Johanna’s writing hopes to speak for the
voiceless people of society and relate to the
troubling issues of life. She dreams of a world
inspired and bettered by her bleeding out on paper
the feelings that so often are not spoken.
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