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Abstract 

The study identified instances of enhancement used from English in The Sun online newspaper. It analyzed 

the identified enhanced clause combinations and discussed the implications of the patterns on the interpretation 

of meanings in the selected news story. The goal is to understand how news stories are written in English and 

portray how clauses are combined through logico-semantic relations to form coherent and meaningful 

sentences. The primary data source comprised selected news stories from The Sun online newspaper. The raw 

data were multi-clause sentences extracted from the news stories. The data were then analyzed in line with the 

tenets of Halliday’s Systemic Functional Grammar. In the analysis, in terms of the logical relationship of 

clauses in the non-simple sentences, the study found that there were more hypotactic constructions in such a 

way that the second clause is made to be dependent on the first clause, and these have been achieved through 

enhancing the meaning of the first clause. Also, the findings showed that in terms of semantic implications of 

the combined clauses, variation, alternation, and causal conditional were the dominant patterns of meaning 

found in the newspaper. In addition, concerning the clausal connecting devices found in the multi-clause 

sentences, it was observed that explicit clause binders (e.g., because, when, which, while, with, before, etc.) 

were often used in the news stories, followed by explicit clause linkers (e.g., and, or, but). Implicit clause 

connectors (e.g., comma (,), semi-colon (;), colon (:)) were seldom used and mainly used as a complement to 

the explicit clause connectors or signals.  
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Introduction 

Human communication is not a sequence of 

independent, unrelated clauses comprising simple 

subjects followed by simple predicates. Human 

communication is almost always a sequence of 

coherently connected propositions; clause 

combination is naturally a central feature of 

meaning creation in English (Givón, 2002). It has 

been argued that clausal recursion is one of the 

unique features of human communication and, 

therefore, a core component of an innate language 

faculty. This is quite a strong claim, but it has also 

been rejected by some linguists (Everett, 2012). 

However, it demonstrates the importance of clause 

combination in contemporary linguistics, regardless 

of the school to which a linguist belongs. The user’s 

ability to achieve the goal of making effective 

communication depends on the choice of clauses 

and their arrangement to form coherent sentences, 

culminating in a larger discourse. This is so since it 

is widely acknowledged that clauses are the basic 

ingredients for effective communication (Downing 

& Locke, 2006). 

Functional linguistic analysis is the 

examination of how linguistic elements function on 

different layers of linguistic structure and how the 

levels interact with one another. These functions 

exist at all levels of grammar, including the clause. 

A clause is a short sentence; a distinct member of a 

sentence involving a subject and a predicate. The 

Hallidayan grammar describes the clause from three 

different perspectives. One, ‘clause as exchange’ 

which relates to the interpersonal meta-function; 

two, ‘clause as representation’ which refers to the 
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ideational meta-function; and three, ‘clause as 

message’ which relates to the textual meta-function. 

However, it is worth noting that a clause can be 

linked or bound to another clause or several other 

(free or bound) clauses. When this is done, it results 

in clause combination or clause complexity 

(Downing & Locke, 2006). 

A clause complex is formed where clauses 

are joined together. There are two ways by which 

clause combinations can be achieved: through taxis 

and logico-semantics. Taxis are further categorized 

into parataxis and hypotaxis (these clauses are 

represented by ‘F’ equalling the free or Alpha clause 

and ‘B’ equalling the bound or Beta clause). The 

former involves linking the clauses together on an 

equal footing F+F, Alpha + Alpha (parataxis). The 

latter involves binding one clause to another in a 

dependent relationship; that is, where one clause 

dominates the other, ‘FB’ or ‘BF’ (hypotaxis). 

Logico-semantics describes the specific type of 

meaning relationships between combined clauses 

and is of two broad types: Expansion (comprising of 

elaboration; relations of restatement or equivalence, 

extension; relation of addition and enhancement; 

option of development) and projection (comprising 

of locution; quoted or reported speech and idea; 

quoted or reported thought). This paper studies the 

logico-semantic relation as reported in the selected 

news story, the death notice of Robert 

Mugabe.  Downing and Locke (2006) refer to it as 

clause combination, while Bloor and Bloor (2013) 

and Halliday and Matthiessen (2014) refer to it as 

clause complexes. This research uses both terms 

interchangeably. 

Conceptual Review: The English Clause System 

A clause in English can be seen as any 

meaningful group of words that contains a finite 

verb. The common way of putting information and 

ideas together in a written language is through 

using sentences, beginning with a capital letter and 

ending with a period. Bloor and Bloor (2013) 

believe that grammar is concerned with the central 

unit of structure, which is said to be a clause; it is 

made up of identifiable constituents, each of which 

has its structure and follows a grammatical pattern. 

To explore the clause constituents (or how clauses 

are formed), Systems Functional Linguistics 

employs the notion of rank, which, in summary, 

means that: 

a. A sentence consists of one or more clauses.  

b. A clause consists of one or more groups. 

c.  A group consists of one or more words. 

d.  A word consists of one or more morphemes. 

e.  A morpheme consists of one or more phonemes. 

To understand the clause, one must 

understand Halliday’s rank scale. Each of the ranks 

above refers to a unit of meaning at the level of the 

clause or below. In addition, there is the possibility 

of linking or binding one clause to another or even 

several other clauses, which results in what is 

referred to as clause complexity (Bloor & Bloor, 

2013). In Systemic Functional Grammar, the clause 

is seen on the rank scale as the unit next above the 

group and next below the sentence and consists of 

elements such as Subject, Predicator, Complement, 

and Adjunct (SPCA) (Downing & Locke, 2006). 

The Concept of ‘Clause Complex’ in Systemic 

Functional Linguistics (SFL) 

The concept of clause complex was 

intended to be used in substitution with the 

traditional concept of a sentence when referring to 

the logico-semantic unit above the clause because it 

appears to enable more analysis of spoken speech in 

addition to the traditional study of written language. 

Clause complexing comes under the logical meta-

function of language, which in turn belongs to the 

broader ideational meta-function of language.  It 

refers to the relationships that exist between clauses 

in a sentence. Halliday has this to say about clause 

complex:  

…the notion of ‘clause complex’ enables us 

to fully account for the functional 

organization of sentences. A sentence will 

be defined, in fact, as a clause complex. The 

clause complex will be the only 

grammatical unit which we shall recognize 

above the clause. Hence there will be no 

need to bring in the term ‘sentence’ as a 
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distinct grammatical category. We can use 

it simply to refer to the orthographic unit 

that is contained between full stops. This 

will avoid ambiguity: a sentence is a 

constituent of writing, while a clause 

complex is a constituent of grammar. 

(Halliday, 1994, p. 216). 

Brandal (1972) posits that clauses within a 

sentence differ considerably in their autonomy or 

independence in relation to each other. Therefore, 

parataxis (for coordination) and hypotaxis (for 

subordination) can often be identified. Brandal 

believes there is no unanimous agreement on clearly 

defining the distinction between parataxis and 

hypotaxis. However, in this study, parataxis and 

hypotaxis represent the relationship between 

clauses: the relationship of coordination and 

subordination, respectively. In Functional 

Grammar, having a sequence of process 

configurations or a flow of events in a multi-clause 

construction is possible. In other words, a clause 

complex can be used to express configurations of 

processes as they follow a particular sequence.  

According to linguists such as Halliday, 

Matthiessen, and Eggins, clause complex no longer 

refers to a sentence because the term can be used for 

both spoken and written forms of language. In 

contrast, a sentence can only be used in written 

language. Eggins says that "while the sentence is an 

orthographic unit of written language, the clause 

complex is a grammatical and semantic unit, and it 

is a unit that takes place in both spoken and written 

language" (2004, p.254). Halliday and Matthiessen 

add that "the sentence is the highest unit of 

punctuation on the graphological rank scale and has 

evolved in the writing system to signify the clause 

complex as the most significant domain of 

grammatical structure” (2014, p.15). In this paper, 

the term sentence will be used to refer solely to this 

highest-ranking graphological unit of punctuation. 

Clause complex patterning can take the form of 

elaboration, extension, or enhancement; thus, there 

is a need to be aware of the genuine logico-semantic 

relation they intend to render.  

Clause complexing cannot be executed 

without regard to cohesion: the way sentences, 

written or spoken, are strung together in forming 

textual content that has meaning (Finch, 

2000).  Baron, et al. (1996) assert that dependency 

is the paramount aspect of cohesion. A factor in 

textual content ought to rely on some other one to 

enable cohesion. Salkie (1995) asserts that 

reference, contrast, ellipsis, and conjunction allow 

cohesion in texts. Halliday and Hasan (1976) add 

that reference, representation, substitution, ellipsis, 

conjunction, and lexical ties are constructions that 

allow cohesion in texts. The concept of clause 

complex that was propounded by Halliday (1994) 

can be depicted as follows:  

A. Types of taxis, two  (primary clause and 

secondary clause) 

1. Parataxis 1 (initiating) 2 (continuing)  

2. Hypotaxis α (dominant) ᵝ (dependent)  

 

B. Logico-semantic relations  

1. Expansion: the secondary clause expands the 

most important one.  

a. Elaboration (=)  

b. Extension (+)  

c. Enhancement (x)  

2. Projection: The predominant clause projects the 

secondary one.  

a. Locution (") 

b. Idea (') 

C. Symbols 

 a. ///: indicates the beginning and end of a 

sentence. 

 b. // -indicates an independent or an alpha clause 

boundary. 

 c. / indicates a dependent or a beta clause 

boundary. 

 d.. [[ ]]: indicates an embedded sentence. 

 

The focus of this paper is enhancement. 

Enhancement is when one clause expands some 

other clause using embellishing: qualifying it with 
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‘so, yet, then’. The basic meanings of the 

enhancing relation are those of circumstantial or 

adverbial records of relevance to the primary 

clause which is given in the secondary clause. The 

multiplication (x) sign is used to signal 

enhancement. 

 

 

 

Method 

The study employed both primary and 

secondary sources of data. Specifically, the data 

were extracted from an online newspaper reported 

in English (The Sun), while other sources were 

textbooks, journal articles, and the Internet.  

Results 

s/n Datum        Clause 

Structure 

Taxis 

Relation 

Function Comment 

1 ///Mugabe was born in what was then the 

British colony of Southern Rhodesia, 

[[which operated under white minority 

rule]] before splitting with the UK]]// 

after refusing to become democratic///. 

CC Hypotactic  Enc α   x    β 

the two 

clauses share a 

hypotactic 

relationship. α 

extends to β 

with the 

introduction of 

‘after’  

2 ///He died while in a Singapore hospital // 

with his family, including wife Grace, by 

his side //while being treated for an 

undisclosed illness since November last 

year [[that left him unable to walk]]///. 

CC Hypotactic  Enc α  x  β x β 

α  is related to 

two β clauses 

hypotactically 

with the 

introduction of 

‘with’ and 

‘while’ 

accordingly 

3 ///Despite leading Zimbabwe after 

independence from Britain in 1980, // 

Mugabe’s brutal regime saw him 

regarded by his own hard-pressed people 

/ as a tyrant with a penchant for luxury ///. 

CC Hypotactic   Enc  β  x α x  β 

the three 

clauses share a 

hypotactic 

relationship in 

terms of 

dependency as 

the two β all 

depend on the 

α clause that 

comes in 

between them 
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4 ///Under Mugabe’s rule of nearly four 

decades,// Zimbabwe suffered economic 

ruin, // with runaway inflation, mass 

unemployment and fuel shortages///. 

CC Hypotactic Enc β  x α x  β 

the three 

clauses share a 

hypotactic 

relationship in 

terms of 

dependency as 

the two β all 

depend on the 

α clause that 

comes in 

between them 

 

5 ///As well as his action, / he was notorious 

for bizarre and boastful outbursts [[which 

were often puzzling and disturbing]]///. 

CC Hypotactic Enc β x α 

the two 

clauses share 

hypotactic 

relationships. 

α  extends to β 

in a reversed 

order 

6 ///But while his country languished, / the 

Mugabe family became known for 

displaying their lavish lifestyle [[which 

they boasted about on social media]] ///. 

CC Hypotactic Enc β x α 

the two 

clauses share 

hypotactic 

relationships. 

α  extends to β 

in a reversed 

order 

7 ///Before his death, / it is understood he 

had made frequent visits to Singapore / 

[[for medical care]] — // because 

Zimbabwe’s own public health system 

crumbled thanks to his government’s lack 

of investment///. 

CC Hypotactic Enc β x α  x β 

the three 

clauses share a 

hypotactic 

relationship in 

terms of 

dependency as 

the two β all 

depend on the 

α clause that 

comes in 

between them 
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8 ///“Indeed, we will remember former 

President Mugabe as a man of courage// 

who was never afraid to fight for what he 

believed in // even when it was not 

popular ///.” 

CC Hypotactic Enc α  x  β x β 

share a 

hypotactic 

relationship. 

The first β 

provides 

further 

information on 

the α  clause 

while the 

second β is 

introduced by 

‘even’  

9 ///His childhood was marked by his dad 

abandoning the family in 1934, // with a 

young Mugabe left to be educated by 

Catholic missionaries ///. 

CC Hypotactic Enc α    x  β 

the word 

‘with’ 

introducing 

the β clause 

shows that the 

clauses share 

hypotactic 

relations 

10 ///Becoming an idealistic student, / he 

then went to the same South African 

university as Nelson Mandela, / 

considering peaceful protesters like 

Ghandi as his hero ///. 

CC Hypotactic Enc β  x α x β 

the first two 

clauses share 

hypotactic 

relations in 

reversed order 

and the third 

clause, a β is 

introduced 

with the word 

‘considering’ 

11 ///He became prime minister in 1980 // 

and, from 1983 to 1985, at least 10,000 

people –[[most civilians]] - were killed // 

when Mugabe sent North Korean trained 

soldiers to crush dissidents ///. 

CC Paratactic Enc  1 x 2 x 3  

the presence 

of the linker 

‘and’ in 

between the 

first two 

clauses shows 

a paratactic 

relation by 

enhancement 
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12 ///He was re-elected in disputed elections 

in 2002, 2008 and 2013 // with opponents 

beaten and killed///. 

CC Hypotactic Enc  α    x   β 

the two 

clauses are 

related by 

enhancement  

introduced by 

the binder 

‘with’ 

13 ///Zimbabwe began to suffer under his 

iron-fist rule, // with food shortages in 

2002 threatening a famine in the country 

///. 

CC Hypotactic Enc  α   x  β 

the two 

clauses are 

related by 

enhancement  

introduced by 

the binder 

‘with’ 

14 ///And as the once successful agricultural 

country became dependent on support 

from other countries, / hyperinflation of 

500 billion percent sent prices rocketing 

in 2008 - forcing millions of people to 

flee Zimbabwe, // with many going to 

South Africa ///. 

CC Hypotactic Enc  β  x α x  β 

the three 

clauses share 

hypotactic 

relations in 

terms of 

dependency 

15 ///Mugabe was elected Prime Minister the 

following year // when his ZANU-PF 

secured 63 percent of the national vote ///. 

CC Hypotactic Enc  α    x   β 

the two 

clauses are 

related 

hypotactically 

by 

enhancement 

introduced by 

‘when’ 

The Sun online newspaper uses both 

hypotactic and paratactic enhancement. In the data 

above, examples 1,2,3,4,5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 

and 15 are hypotactic relations of enhancement. 

Example 11 is the only paratactic relation of 

enhancement. The hypotactic patterns marked by 

explicit conjunctions suggest priorities of 

hierarchical information structure and unambiguous 

relations.  This study elucidated the nature and 

patterns of clause complexes in selected online 

English and Arabic newspapers through the lens of 

Systemic Functional Grammar. The news writer 

relied more on hypotactic relations for enhancement 

combinations that add causal, conditional, or 

temporal meanings. These causal, conditional, and 

temporal relations encoded in enhancement clauses 

imply causes, reasons, purposes, and contingencies. 

Ultimately, the logical semantic resources 

embodied in clause complexes allow writers to 

construe meanings beyond what simple clauses can 
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convey on their own. It gives linguists and educators 

a more robust understanding of how these languages 

construe and connect meanings grammatically. The 

study demonstrates systemic functional grammar’s 

capacity to elucidate cross-linguistic similarities 

and differences at the text level beyond sentence-

level structures. Further examination of logical 

semantic relations across diverse registers and 

genres can continue to enrich the field's knowledge 

of how these two major world languages combine 

clauses to make meanings. 

Discussion 

The logico-semantic relation in the online 

newspaper has been duly examined. It can be said 

that the aim of the study has been achieved. Some 

of the features of news reporting have been 

discovered by studying the logico-semantics 

relation (enhancement) in the story reported. Thus, 

the study concludes that the dominant use of 

variation and clausal condition indicates that news 

writers not only write to give new information but 

also to explain, describe, and provide the reader 

with the necessary circumstantial information to 

facilitate understanding of events reported. 

The study also concludes that hypotactic 

relations have been used more than paratactic 

relations in news reports to connect events and ideas 

logically and help readers easily digest what is being 

reported. Thus, the findings corroborate Eggin’s 

(2004, p. 23) claim that,  

Hypotaxis is generally more common in 

written text because dependency relations 

require more care by the writer to construct 

and more effort by readers to interpret than 

parataxis. The hierarchic organization of 

information demanded by hypotaxis also 

offers the writer a resource for offering 

readers a more closely controlled logic 

between events. 

Halliday and Matthiessen (2014) mention 

the function of tactic relations by saying that “the 

idealized function of the paratactic structure is to 

represent the wording, whereas, with hypotaxis, the 

idealized function is to represent the sense or gist.” 

Hypotaxis requires the reader to pay more attention 

to comprehend the text’s meaning than parataxis. 

Thus, it can be concluded that news writers pay keen 

attention to the logical relationship and semantic 

implication of the clause complexes in news writing 

through the skilful use of cohesive devices that help 

to build up ideas and messages being communicated 

to readers to achieve cohesion and coherence and or 

clarity.  
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